Brief comment text:

I am a US General Class Amateur Radio Operator, callsign N8GNJ. I use many different digital voice and data modes on Amateur Radio. I oppose the changes to US Amateur Radio regulations proposed in RM-11831 because such changes would effectively stifle many innovations that are now occurring in Amateur Radio in the USA and likely stifle development of future digital voice and data modes in Amateur Radio in the USA that have been made possible by inexpensive, powerful computing. Amateur Radio in the USA continues to be an innovation engine for wireless technology and personal experimentation in wireless technology. There have been many such innovations, including inexpensive data communications using conventional FM voice radios (Packet Radio) and most recently, the development of Weak Signal Propagation Reporter (WSPR) mode apparently proving the viability LoRa and LoRaWAN data modes using license-exempt spectrum. New wireless communications modes are being pioneered in Amateur Radio in the USA such as FT8 and many others, that would effectively be hobbled by the changes proposed in RM-11831. In addition, this regulation could even make illegal such long-used Amateur Radio digital modes such as D-Star, DMR, and P25 as it's arguable whether the ability to monitor communications using these modes can be accomplished using "open source" software; indeed the definition of "open source" requires a much better definition for such a change to be made in US federal law and FCC regulations. Amateur Radio in the USA has proven that it can effectively self-police its usage, including but not limited to direction finding to determine the location of a transmitter, ingenious reverse engineering of signals that are initially not understood, and even peer pressure towards a "bad actor" within Amateur Radio. In conclusion, the adoption of RM-11831 would be detrimental to the innovation that is now occurring within Amateur Radio in the USA. The changes proposed in RM-11831 should be rejected.
